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CSW has the best community at UCLA.
– Scott Waugh, UCLA Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost

(pictured top) L to R: Beth Richie, Romarilyn Ralston, and Colby Lenz during the Thinking Gender 2019 Keynote 
Panel. (pictured middle) Rachel C. Lee at the 2019 Awards and Benefit Reception. (pictured bottom) Members of 
the California Coalition for Women Prisoners at the Thinking Gender 2019 Keynote Panel.

This year, CSW celebrates its 35th Anniversary as the first gender 
studies research unit established in the University of California system.  
As our august history indicates, we continue to serve as an incubator of 
ideas, watchdog on climate and diversity, networking hub, and provider 
of scholarly support for those on the UCLA campus working on issues 
of women, gender, and sexuality. Proof of our impact and standing at 
UCLA was most evident at our external 5-year review (conducted by the 
UCLA Interdisciplinary & Cross Campus Affairs (ICCA) Office) held on 
May 6-7, 2019, where we invited faculty, students, staff, and collaborators 

to share how CSW has impacted their academic, professional, and personal endeavors.

Over the last academic year, we successfully executed our mission to work towards 
a world in which education and scholarship are tools for social justice feminism, 
improving the lives of people of all genders. We made exciting progress on our four 
research streams:

Chemical Entanglements: Investigating the impact of everyday chemical exposure on 
gendered and reproductive health, and proposing steps for change.

Feminist Anti-Carceral Studies: Imagining a feminist future without mass 
imprisonment and gendered violence.

Gender and Water: Exploring how gender roles shape the way families use water — 
and how feminist approaches can enrich conservation efforts.

Sexual Violence and Intersectionality: Asking who our sexual violence policies serve 
and creating new and intersectional pathways to justice.

As we approach key milestones — including CSW’s 30th Anniversary of Thinking 
Gender, the 100th Anniversary of women’s suffrage in the United States, and the 2020 
Presidential Election — CSW continues to push boundaries, lead in a changing world, 
and impact the future through our innovative and timely scholarship on women, gender, 
and sexuality. I urge you to support CSW through a financial contribution, large or small. 
Our activist research challenges disciplinary assumptions, improves lives, and educates 
future generations. To learn more about how your support can enable our work, visit 
csw.ucla.edu/give-to-csw.

This work is impossible without your support!

Sincerely,

Rachel C. Lee
Director
UCLA Center for the Study of Women
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Led by CSW Director Rachel C. Lee, the Chemical Entanglements: Gender and Exposure 
research stream uses approaches from the social sciences, sciences, and humanities to 
better understand the gendered outcomes of exposure to endocrine-disrupting chemicals. 
Endocrine disruptors are a very common type of chemical found in everything from personal care 
products to industry waste. They impact human metabolism and reproduction, and are tied to 
chronic illnesses such as Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS). CSW argues that an intersectional 
feminist approach to public health and environmental justice is necessary to fully understand 
and remedy the impact of exposure on human health.

CSW continues to mentor undergraduates 
and enhance their research portfolio through 
the Chemical Entanglements Undergraduate 
Student Research Group. This year, the group 
focused on laying the groundwork for assembling 
an archive of oral histories and received practical 
training in conducting, transcribing, and analyzing 
interviews.

On October 18, 2018, CSW hosted a talk by Eli Clare, 
a white, disabled, genderqueer writer, poet, and activist. 
Clare discussed the need for disability and chronic illness 
to be at the core of environmental activism. His approach 
to Disability Studies scholarship and activism reveals 
the connections between gender justice, environmental 
justice, and disability justice.

Video of Eli Clare’s talk is available to watch at 
youtube.com/UCLACSW.

AdvAnCing foUndAtionAL reSeArCh AdvAnCing foUndAtionAL reSeArCh

ChemiCAL entAngLementS
In 2018-2019, CSW launched an oral history 
initiative designed to preserve the stories of 
people with environmental illnesses so that 
researchers and activists might draw on them 
to advance future work.

Thanks to collaborative efforts between CSW 
faculty, staff, graduate student researchers, 
and members of the Undergraduate Student 
Research Group, the project is well underway 
and has been highly successful. Students 
developed interview outlines, pre-interview questions, social media and outreach language, and 
conducted research on potential outreach avenues. Their work contributed to the creation of 
CSW’s Oral History Kit, which includes all of the documents that interviewers need to complete 
an interview for this project. CSW will continue to collect interviews during the 2019-2020 
academic year with the goal of collecting at least 60 interviews, which will be housed in the UCLA 
Library Center for Oral History Research.

Initial interviews have uncovered marginalized histories of activism, including a younger 
generation of activists, many working from an environmental justice standpoint or in alliance 
with other forms of advocacy, such as LGBTQ activism or disability justice movements. By giving 
a platform to those who have long been stripped of a voice, we are shedding light on the need to 
enforce a more robust Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and to push for innovation to protect 
everyone’s health and well-being.

Our work creating more accessible spaces for 
individuals with fragrance sensitivity has revealed 
that there is a need for informational material to 
educate people on both the scope of the problem 
and the incremental changes they can take to 
address it. To address this need, CSW published 
Accessible Spaces: A Fragrance-Free Toolkit on the 
CSW website. Accessible Spaces offers tips and 
strategies specific to particular populations at UCLA, 
including faculty, staff, administrators, teaching 

assistants, and students, on how to make classrooms and offices more accessible to all. The 
image above is one of several checklists available in the Toolkit. You can find the full Toolkit for 
free at csw.ucla.edu/toolkit.

A TALK BY

        ELI CLARE 
ELI CLARE has written two books of creative 
non-fiction, Brilliant Imperfection: Grappling with 
Cure and Exile and Pride: Disability, Queerness, and 
Liberation, and a collection of poetry, The Marrow’s 
Telling: Words in Motion. Eli speaks, teaches, and 
facilitates througout the United States and Canada at 
conferences, community events, and colleges about 
disability, queer and trans identities, and social justice.

Environmental 

Injustice, Disability, 

and Chronic Illness

cautionary tales

Part of CSW’s CHEMICAL ENTANGLEMENTS Research Stream

A Fragrance-Free Event! Learn more: ShareTheAir.ucla.edu
To request accessibility accomodations, email csw@csw.ucla.edu by October 4, 2018

UCLA CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF WOMEN PRESENTS

DATE: Thursday, October 18, 2018
TIME: 4:00 PM

LOCATION: Kerckhoff Hall Grand Salon
RSVP: csw.ucla.edu/clare

Free and open to all!

Co-sponsors:
UCLA Disability Studies Program
UCLA Department of English
UCLA Institute for Society and Genetics
UCLA Laboratory for Environmental Narrative Strategies
UCLA Department of Gender Studies
UCLA Division of Social Sciences
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Cautionary Tales: Environmental 
Injustice, Disability, and Chronic 
Illness by Eli Clare

Oral Histories of 
Environmental Illness

Accessible Spaces: A Fragrance-Free Toolkit

Shreya Ramineni (left) and Grace Stevenson (right) presenting at an Undergraduate 
Student Research Meeting

Undergraduate Student Researchers (L to R): Megan LeGresley, Christine 
Tran, Shreya Ramineni, and Grace Stevenson

checklist: 
are your products fragrance-free?

Personal Care:

☐ Check the labels and ingredient lists of products in your bathroom and when  
     you shop. 

☐ If products contain any of the following, look for an alternative:
 ☐ Fragrance
 ☐ Scent
 ☐ Parfum
 ☐ Masking scent

Cleaning and Laundry:

☐ Ditch your dryer sheets: these are a major source of hazardous fragrance. 

☐ Check the labels and ingredient lists of your detergent and fabric softener.  
     If they contain any of the following, consider choosing a fragrance-free       
     alternative:

 ☐ Fragrance
 ☐ Scent
 ☐ Parfum
 ☐ Masking scent

☐ Replace detergents and disinfectants with safer alternatives such as vinegar, 
     baking soda, or castile soap!

Easy First Steps

9

An excerpt from the Toolkit
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Led by CSW Associate Director Sarah Haley, this 
research stream combines research, dissemination of 
scholarship, engagement with social justice feminist 
organizations, a student-focused conference, and 
institution-building through an anti-carceral feminist 
framework of analysis. Anti-carceral feminism contests the use of gender as a justification 
for prison expansion and works against the increasing incarceration of women, queer, and 
transgender people. This is especially critical in California, where legislators have employed the 
language of gender-responsiveness to fund prison expansion.

thinking interSeCtionALLy thinking interSeCtionALLy

feminiSt

Anti-CArCerAL 
StUdieS

Led by CSW Advisory Committee Chair 
Grace Hong, this research stream seeks 
to bring insights from gender studies 
scholarship to bear on sexual assault policy 
on campus and beyond. A key intervention 
of CSW’s work on this issue is advocacy for 
anti-carceral approaches to sexual violence; 
that is, approaches that understand sexual 
violence as a feature of policing and the 
carceral state, and propose ways of achieving 
justice that look to non-punitive and anti-
carceral alternatives.

SexUAL vioLenCe And 
interSeCtionALity

The research focus on sexual violence was the 
inspiration for this year’s Policy Brief, Addressing 
Sexual Violence, Reshaping Institutions, Achieving 
Justice: Shelter, Intersectionality, and Sexual 
Harassment Policy. CSW awarded two prizes and 
one honorable mention, which were bestowed at 
the 2019 Awards and Benefit Reception:

Cristina Hunter O’Leary, Community Health 
Sciences
Elise Wallis, Community Health Sciences
Domale Dube Keys, Social Sciences and 
Comparative Education

The Policy Briefs were published in hard copy, 
circulated to policy makers, and are available for 
download online at csw.ucla.edu/publications/
policy-briefs.

The major initiative to emerge from the Feminist Anti-
Carceral Studies research stream this year was the 
2019 Thinking Gender Graduate Student Research 
Conference, which explored the theme of Feminists 
Confronting the Carceral State. Now in its 29th year, 
Thinking Gender showcases the best research by emerging 
scholars of gender and sexuality. This year’s conference 
was a resounding success: it was the first conference of 
its kind at UCLA and attracted the largest audience in the 
history of Thinking Gender.

On February 21, 2019, CSW offered a pre-conference 
seminar for UCLA graduate students and advanced 
undergraduate students. Scholar and activist Beth Richie 

led the seminar and guided participants in a discussion of her work and abolitionist strategies. 
19 graduate students and 2 undergraduate students were selected via a competitive application 
process.

Feminists Confronting the 
Carceral State

(L to R) Rachel C. Lee, Cristina Hunter O’Leary, and Elise Wallis

Screenshot of Grace Hong describing the Sexual Violence research stream as part of 
CSW’s 35th Anniversary video series available on the CSW website

The seminar was amazing! Dr. Richie, [by] opening up with 
her work and thereafter asking us to share our thoughts, 
created a rich discussion. – Seminar Participant

CSW has been effective in marshalling an intellectual 
and political community around ideas.

– Grace Hong
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thinking interSeCtionALLy thinking interSeCtionALLy

Thinking Gender 2019: Feminists 
Confronting the Carceral State took 
place on February 22, 2019 at the UCLA 
Meyer and Renee Luskin Conference 
Center, and received support from the 
competitive UCLA Luskin Endowment 
for Thought Leadership, the third time 
CSW has received this grant in three 
years. The theme focused on gendered 
regimes of incarceration, and feminist, 
queer, abolitionist, and intersectional 
interventions, and the conference 
included a pre-conference seminar, 
digital exhibit, keynote panel, and 
student panel and roundtable sessions. 
Thinking Gender 2019 established key 
partnerships with units and organizations inside and outside of UCLA, raising over $50,000 in 
co-sponsorship funds, the largest amount raised in Thinking Gender’s 29 years. 

Thinking Gender is known for providing 
emerging student scholars with (usually their 
first) conference presentation experience 
and mentorship from faculty moderators 
who provide expert feedback on their work. 
CSW also provides professional development 
experience to a graduate student researcher 
who organizes the conference, and this year’s 
Thinking Gender Coordinator was Kali Tambreé, 
a PhD student in Sociology. In addition to working 
closely with conference curator Sarah Haley, 
Tambreé brought experience organizing events 
for formerly incarcerated individuals to bear on 
her work.

thinking gender 2019 Keynote Panel: Abolitionist Feminist Futures
The Keynote Panel, Abolitionist Feminist Futures, featured distinguished activist-scholars 
who discussed their experiences of abolitionist feminist activism and their visions for a future 
without incarceration. Moderated by CSW Advisory Committee Chair Grace Hong, the panel 
consisted of:

Alisa Bierria, Assistant Professor of Ethnic 
Studies, UC Riverside

Colby Lenz, PhD Candidate, American Studies 
and Ethnicity, University of Southern California

Romarilyn Ralston, Program Coordinator, Project 
Rebound, CSU Fullerton

Beth Richie, Department Head, Criminology, Law 
and Justice and Professor of African American 
Studies & Criminology, University of Illinois at 
Chicago

Thinking Gender was the most supportive 
and generative conference I have ever 
attended or participated in. Thank you!

– Thinking Gender 2019 Presenter

The core of Thinking Gender 2019 was the 
paper panel and roundtable sessions, which 
featured graduate student presenters and 
distinguished faculty serving as moderators 
and respondents. Throughout the conference, a 
digital exhibit titled Abolitionist Feminism: Art and 
Archive was on display and included photographs, 
artwork, and graphics depicting the history of 
feminist anti-carceral organizing. Attendees also 
had access to student posters and a letter-writing 
campaign organized by Survived & Punished, 
urging California Governor Gavin Newsom to end 
Life Without Parole sentencing and commute the 
sentences of all survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.

Watch the Keynote Panel and other 
presentations from Thinking Gender 2019 at 
youtube.com/UCLACSW.

Sarah Haley (center-right) with Kali Tambreé (center-left), Tambreé’s mother (left), and 
Tambreé’s advisor Karida Brown (right)

(L to R) Grace Hong, Alisa Bierria, Beth Richie, Romarilyn Ralston, and Colby Lenz

Erin Tichenor (left) presenting her poster at Thinking Gender 2019

Thinking Gender 2019 Keynote Panel

Photos from the New York Public Library 
Collection that were featured in the 
digital exhibit
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mApping And ChArting oUr impACt mApping And ChArting oUr impACt

CAmpUS ConneCtionS Co-SponSorShipS
CSW cultivates connections with Departments and Centers across campus. Our 
faculty and staff affiliates, student awardees, event co-sponsors, and other partners 
come from all across campus as well as community organizations!

CSW partners with Departments and Centers by co-sponsoring programs and 
events through financial support, publicity and promotion, and other forms 
of support. We also pursue such partnerships in support of our own events and 
programs. Our co-sponsorships have led to collaborations across all divisions of the 
university.

*Academic Personel Office; Graduate Division; Office of Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion; Office of Interdisciplinary & Cross Campus 
Affairs; Undergraduate Education Initiatives
**Anonymous Donor; Political Theology Network; Women & Philanthropy at UCLA
*** Graduate School of Education & Information Studies; Institute of the Environment & Sustainability; International Institute; 
Luskin School of Public Affairs; School of Law

Funds Received by CSW, by UCLA Division

Funds Distributed by CSW, by UCLA Division

Campus Resources*
26.86%

Other**
2.01%

Other Schools (not 
College of Letters & 

Sciences)***
5.24%

Institute of American 
Cultures
4.57%

College of Letters & Science 
(Humanities, Life Sciences, and 

Social Sciences) 21.42%

Luskin Endowment 
for Thought 

Leadership Grant
39.90%

Co-sponsorship funds received by CSW,
by UCLA Division

Campus Resources*
28%

Other**
9%

Other Schools (not College of 
Letters & Sciences)*** 22%

Division of Humanities
19%

Division of Life Sciences
4%

Division of Social Sciences
18%

CO-SPONSORSHIP FUNDS RECEIVED BY CSW,
BY UCLA DIVISION

*Student Affairs; UCLA Health; Undergraduate Education Initiatives
**Association for Recorded Sounds Collections, UCLA Student Chapter; Association of Black Women Historians; Op-Ed Project; Repair 
Organization
*** International Institute; School of the Arts & Architecture

UCLA Center for the Study of Women
Campus Connections 2018-2019 

Legend

Division of Social Sciences

Institutes and Research Centers

Division of Humanities

Center for the Study of Women

• Laboratory for Environmental 
Narrative Strategies
• Institute of the Environment & 
Sustainability
• Water Resources Group

• Association of Black Women 
Historians
• Political Theology Network 
• REPAIR Organization
• Op-Ed Project

• The Williams Institute

Off -Campus:

Campus Resources Non-UCLA

Other Schools (not College of Letters & Sciences)

Life & Physical Sciences

• African Studies Center
• Center for India & South Asia
• International Institute
• Latin American Institute
• Younes & Soraya Nazarian Center 
for Israel studies

• Chicana/o Studies
• Economics
• History
• Political Science

• Institute on Inequality & Democracy
• Luskin School of Public Aff airs
• Public Policy
• Social Welfare

• Criminal Justice Program

• Philosophy

• Division of Social Sciences

• Institute of American Cultures

• Campus Assault Resources & Education 
Program (CARE)
• Disability Studies Program
• Graduate Division
• Offi  ce of Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion
• Offi  ce for Faculty Development
• Offi  ce of Interdisciplinary & Cross Campus 
Aff airs

• Division of Humanities

• Psychology

• Information Studies

• American Indian Studies Center

• Center for the Study of Race, Ethnicity, 
& Politics
• African American Studies
• Asian American Studies
• Gender Studies
• UC Consortium for Black Studies in 
California

• Ralph J. Bunche Center for African 
American Studies

• Culture, Power, & Social Change
• Anthropology
• Sociology

• World Arts & Cultures/Dance

• Alan D. Leve Center for Jewish Studies

• French & Francophone Studies
• Italian

• LGBT Campus Resource Center

• Armenian Graduate Student Association 
(Near Eastern Languages and Cultures)
• English
• Writing Programs

• Association for Recorded Sounds 
Collections, UCLA Student Chapter

• Black Male Institute

• Career Center

• Iris Cantor-UCLA Women’s 
Health Center

• Institute for Research on 
Labor & Employment

• Micobiology, Immunology, & 
Molecular Genetics

• Institute for Society & Genetics

• Center for the Study of Racism, Social 
Justice & Health

• Health Equity Network of the Americas 
(Family Medicine)
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The Gender and Everyday Water Use in Los Angeles Households research stream (referred to 
as Gender and Water), led by CSW Senior Faculty Research Associate Jessica Cattelino, is 
now in its third year. Funded by a grant from UCLA’s Sustainable Los Angeles Grand Challenge 
Program in 2016, this research stream is primarily focused on a study that investigates the 
important but understudied role of gender 
— as it intersects with race and class — in 
residential water use in Los Angeles.

During the 2018-2019 academic 
year, Cattelino and a research team 
of PhD students, MA students, and 
undergraduates continued their work 
with 38 households in 4 neighborhoods: 
Inglewood, Koreatown, MacArthur Park, 
and Beverly Hills. Based on the interviews 
and observations about home water 
use that they conducted last year, this 
year focused on analyzing and 
interpreting transcripts and data.

A set of five Working Papers by Gender and Water student 
researchers were edited for the Gender and Everyday Water 
Use in Los Angeles Working Paper Series, which presents 
preliminary research that addresses a variety of topics that 
center on the everyday lives of Angelenos and connect 
everyday life to the larger-scale questions of water scarcity 
and management that face our work in the 21st century. The 
papers were authored by Megan Baker, Courtney Cecale, 
Kelsey Kim, PwintPhyu 
Nandar, and Dalila Ozier. 
They are available on 
CSW’s eScholarship site: 
escholarship.org/uc/
ucla_genderandwater.

Nandar’s research, directly influenced by her work on the 
Gender and Water project, was recognized with a Dean’s Prize 
for Undergraduate Research. She presented a poster titled 
“Untapped: The Connection Between Immigrant Households 
and Water Conservation in Los Angeles” at UCLA’s 2019 
Undergraduate Research Week. Grace Fratello-Hakim and 
William Lan also presented posters on their research at 
Undergraduate Research Week.

riSing to the ChALLenge riSing to the ChALLenge

gender And WAter

CSW collaborated with Anthropology’s Culture, Power, 
and Social Change colloquium to present two events 
featuring Anthropologist Andrea Ballestero (Assistant 
Professor, Rice University). On May 16, Ballestero gave a 
talk about her forthcoming book, A Future History of Water. 
On May 17, Ballestero led a Masterclass for Gender and 
Water researchers and select observers to provide detailed 
commentary and findings on the researchers’ work.

A FUTURE HISTORY OF water
Andrea Ballestero

ANTHROPOLOGY, RICE UNIVERSITY

BOOK TALK ON A FUTURE HISTORY OF WATER
Andrea Ballestero’s first book, A Future History of Water, asks 
how the difference between a human right and a commodity is 
produced in regulatory and governance spaces that purport to 
be open to different forms of knowledge and promote flexibility 
and experimentation. 

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019
12:45 PM
352 HAINES HALL

GENDER AND WATER RESEARCH MASTER CLASS
Students from the CSW/UCLA Grand Challenge Gender and Water Research team will 
discuss research findings and receive commentary on forthcoming papers from Andrea 
Ballestero.  

FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019
10:00 AM
LOCATION WILL BE PROVIDED TO CONFIRMED ATTENDEES
ONLINE RSVP REQUIRED: CSW.UCLA.EDU/MASTERCLASS

Learn more about the CSW/Grand Challenge Gender and Water Research Project: 

CSW.UCLA.EDU/GENDER-WATER

CO-SPONSORS:

UCLA CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF WOMEN, 
UCLA SUSTAINABLE LA GRAND CHALLENGE and 

UCLA DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY CULTURE, POWER, 
AND SOCIAL CHANGE INTEREST GROUP present:
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A Future History of Water 
by Andrea Ballestero

Meet the Team

Principal Investigator
Jessica Cattelino
Associate Professor, Anthropology

The 2018-2019 research team members are as follows:
Megan Baker, Graduate Student, Anthropology
Courtney Cecale, Graduate Student, Anthropology
Grace Fratello-Hakim, Undergraduate Student, Global Studies
Kelsey Kim, Graduate Student, Anthropology
William Lan, Undergraduate Student, Microbiology, 
Immunology, and Molecular Genetics
PwintPhyu Nandar, Undergraduate Student, Environmental 
Science
Dalila Ozier, Graduate Student, Anthropology

Gender and Everyday Water Use in Los Angeles 
Working Paper Series

Number 1, 2019

By Megan Baker

Myths of Fifty-Fifty: Household 
Water Use & Gendered Divisions 
of Labor in Los Angeles

The Gender and Water team conducting a water taste test

(Clockwise from far left) Kelsey Kim, Courtney Cecale, Megan 
Baker, and PwintPhyu Nandar

I’ve learned so much from working on this 
project. [It has] helped me as a scholar — 
as an anthropologist — to work at CSW and 
hone these social science skills.

– Kelsey Kim, Graduate Student Researcher
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empoWering innovAtive thinkerS empoWering innovAtive thinkerS

reSeArCh exCeLLenCe AWArdS
For the third year in a row, CSW and the Institute of American Cultures (IAC) 
offered the Research Excellence Award for UCLA Associate Professors. This 
award consists of a monograph manuscript workshop to promote continuing 
excellence in scholarship that addresses questions important to the fields of critical 
race and postcolonial studies and/or gender, sexuality, and ethnic studies by UCLA 
professors at the associate level. Four faculty members completed their workshops in 
2018-2019:

Mishuana Goeman, 
Gender Studies 
Settler Aesthetics and 
Spectacle of Originary 
Moments: Terrance 
Malick’s the New World

“The workshop was 
invaluable to this long 

overdue project. The event motivated me to 
complete a full manuscript draft ahead of the 
workshop. The workshop itself was an experience 
of lifting up the manuscript, enabling me to see 
the manuscript’s potential, as my colleagues 
could pull out important lines of argument.”

Leisy Abrego, 
Chicana/o Studies 
Central Americans in the 
US: A Primer

“The conversation on the 
day of the workshop was 
incredibly enriching. The 
participants read the work 

carefully and provided not only concrete and 
thoughtful suggestions, but also shared their 
sincere encouragement. Being able to engage 
intellectually and receive their endorsement 
helped me achieve the sense of authority I needed 
to complete the project.”

Victor Bascara, 
Asian American Studies 
The Opposite of Empire, 
c. 1934: Exit Strategies 
and US Empire

“The feedback from 
the workshop benefited 
my research primarily 

through the participants’ identification of various 
interventions that my project is poised to make. 
These insights will help me frame my project as 
I prepare it for publication, as well as, of course, 
for revising the material to make it more effective 
and useful for the diverse audiences the workshop 
participants indicated.”

Robin Lauren Derby, 
History 
Werewolves and Other 
Bêtes Noires: Sorcery as 
History in the Haitian-
Dominican Borderlands

“While I was initially 
concerned that the 

manuscript was not sufficiently complete when 
the review took place, in the end, I was incredibly 
grateful to have feedback at this time since I now 
have the summer and fall to revise and hopefully 
complete the manuscript. In sum, it was an 
incredibly helpful seminar, which gave me a clear 
roadmap for my revisions, and I am very grateful 
to the Center for the Study of Women for this 
opportunity to improve my work.”

fACULty reSeArCh grAntS
Every year, CSW offers grants to UCLA faculty for research development, new 
project development that may lead to external funding opportunities, and project 
completion. Four faculty received and made progress on their grants in 2018-2019:

Michelle Caswell, 
Information Studies 
Now More Than Ever: 
The Political Urgency of 
Community Archives

“My research investigates 
the affective impact of 
marginalized identity-

based community archives on the communities 
they represent and serve. The grant from CSW 
greatly benefited my work in two major ways: 
enabling a research trip to Lambda Archives in San 
Diego in June 2018 and supporting the purchase 
of a host of monographs in feminist, queer, and 
ethnic studies that helped to shape my theoretical 
framework.”

Erin Debenport, 
Anthropology 
Voicing Secrets: The 
Language of Exposure in 
the Contemporary US

“The grant monies 
supported Graduate 
Student Researcher Luis-

Manuel Olguin, who worked for me during Summer 
2018. He was able to help me gather and code 
all of the responses to an online survey of sexual 
harassment victims, assist with bibliographic 
software installation and entry, do preliminary 
research on female journalists working in the 
El Paso/Cuidad Juarez area, and assist with 
translating Spanish language media pieces.”

Felicia Hodge, 
Nursing 
An Exploration and 
Feasibility Assessment for 
the Study of the Health 
and Environment of 
Homeless Women

“This proposal explores the 
status and feasibility of a study on the health and 
environment of homeless women in Los Angeles 
City and County. This initial investigation, designed 
to lay the foundation for a larger scale study, 
addresses many factors that are attributable to 
homelessness, and have potential for feasible 
solutions.”

Molly Fox, 
Anthropology 
Discrepancies between 
origin and host environ-
ments among pregnant 
Mexican-American wom-
en: Implications for trans-
generational health in a 
minority population

“The overarching goal of this project is to examine 
how degree of contrast between a woman’s life 
and environment before versus after migration 
may relate to her health and well-being. A primary 
goal of this project is to develop novel methods 
for measuring degree of contrast between a 
woman’s life and environment before versus after 
migration.”
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empoWering innovAtive thinkerS empoWering innovAtive thinkerS

tiLLie oLSen AWArdS for 
CSW reSeArCh AffiLiAteS

StUdent AWArdS 
And grAntS

To highlight CSW’s impact on and off campus, our Research Affiliates Program continues to 
support engaged independent scholars, local to the Los Angeles area, who conduct research 
on women, sexuality, or gender and have limited access to a research community. Affiliates 
must have an active research project in progress and neither a tenure-track position nor a 
permanent, full-time academic affiliation with a college or university. The goal of this program 
is to build an intimate community of independent researchers whose work may enrich and be 
enriched by congress with UCLA campus faculty.

Affiliates are eligible to apply for research funding through the Tillie Olsen Grants for Research 
Affiliates. In 2019, CSW awarded three Tillie Olsen Grants to support the work of the Affiliates 
below: Kristine G

unnell
Becky N

icolaides
Kathleen Sheldon

Kristine Gunnell received a grant for research on her book, The 
Daughters of Charity Foundation and Systemic Change, 1984-
2015.

Becky Nicolaides received a grant in support of her book project, 
On the Ground in Suburbia: A Chronicle of Social and Civic 
Transformation in Los Angeles, 1945-2000.

Kathleen Sheldon received a grant to attend the Western 
Association of Women Historians Annual Conference in Portland, 
Oregon, on April 25-27, 2019.

CSW Research Affiliates gathered twice during 2018-2019 for Brown 
Bag Research Presentations. Kristine Gunnell organized these events 
on behalf of CSW: 

On January 18, 2019, Lara K. Schubert presented Workshopping 
Postsecular Feminist Subjectivity: An Alternative Inspired by 
Cambodian Women.

On May 3, 2019, Carol Bensick presented On Sarah Dorsey: A 
19th Century Southern Woman’s Rediscovered Lecture on the 
Philosophy of the University of France.

Learn more and read blog posts about our Research Affiliates’ work at 
csw.ucla.edu/publications/csw-research-affiliates.

CSW offers fellowships and awards to exceptional 
UCLA graduate and undergraduate students. We 
see this as an investment in the next generation 
of researchers. We honored our student awardees 
at our annual Awards and Benefit Reception on 
May 30, 2019.

Constance Coiner Awards
These awards honor the life and help 
continue the work of Constance Coiner, 
PhD 1987, who perished, along with her 
daughter Ana Duarte-Coiner, on TWA Flight 
800, June 1996.

Diya Bose
Pam Gwen

Renaissance Award
This scholarship, made possible through 
the generous donation of Dr. Myrna 
Hant, rewards the rebirth of academic 
aspirations among women whose college 
careers were interrupted or delayed by 
family and/or career obligations.

Sonya Brooks
Jasmine Harris (Recognition 
Recipient)

Elizabeth Blackwell, MD, Awards
This award recognizes outstanding 
research related to women and health. 
It is made possible by the generosity of 
Dr. Barbara “Penny” Kanner.

Shaina Goel
Nyala Tringali-Carbado

Penny Kanner Dissertation Research 
Fellowship
Made possible through the generosity of 
Dr. Barbara “Penny” Kanner, this fellowship 
funds an exceptional dissertation research 
project that uses historical materials and 
methods.

Gracen Brilmyer

Jean Stone Dissertation Research 
Fellowship
Made possible through the generosity of 
Mrs. Jean Stone, this fellowship funds an 
exceptional graduate student dissertation 
research project focusing on women or 
gender.

Jananie Kalyanaraman

Paula Stone Legal Research Fellowship
This award funds research focusing 
on women in the criminal/legal justice 
system. It is made possible through the 
generosity of Mrs. Jean Stone to honor her 
daughter, Paula Stone.

Carla Salazar Gonzalez

Travel Grants
These grants assist UCLA students 
with travel expenses for academic or 
professional conference presentations 
and field research related to women, 
gender, and sexuality.

Myra Jon Aquino
Clementine Bordeaux
Elizabeth Dayton
Allison Fisher
Kersti Francis
I-Chun (Jennifer) Lin
Magally Miranda
Josephine Ong
Nada Ali Ramadan
Amr Shahat
Christine Vega
Tony Wei Ling

Travel Grant Recipients

Rachel C. Lee (left) and Gracen Brilmyer (right)

Katherine King (left) and Pam Gwen (right)

Jasmine Harris
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bUiLding feminiSt fUtUreS bUiLding feminiSt fUtUreS

CSW CeLebrAteS 35 yeArS of...diStingUiShed LeAder in 
feminiSm AWArd

On May 30, 2019, CSW held its annual Awards 
and Benefit Reception in recognition of the 
research and accomplishments of CSW’s 
award recipients as well as the gender and 
social justice advocacy of our Distinguished 
Leader in Feminism Award recipient. This year’s 
Distinguished Leader in Feminism Award recipient 
was Ai-jen Poo, the Founder/Executive Director of 
the National Domestic Workers Alliance (NDWA) 
and Co-Director of Caring Across Generations.

Poo, a renowned labor organizer, was honored for 
her transformative work supporting the lives of 
care workers and domestic workers  — a group of 

laborers who are particularly vulnerable to exploitation and predominately women of color and 
immigrants. Her activist achievements, to name but a few, include creating a Domestic Workers 
Bill of Rights, working to prevent trafficking, and creating leadership and training programs to 
support emerging leaders among domestic workers.

As our largest awards celebration to date, several attendees 
expressed that the event was one of the best celebrations they 
have attended and they felt “reinvigorated” and “nourished” 
after hearing Poo’s Keynote Address and the award recipients’ 
stories. Attendees had the opportunity to view large displays 
featuring CSW’s accomplishments over the years, received 
unique CSW gift bags, and were entered into a raffle for CSW 
prizes, including signed books from CSW speakers over the 
past year, and custom-made centerpieces. CSW prides itself 
on interacting and engaging with the community, and some 
of the partnerships established through this event included 
new connections with Los Angeles County Supervisor Sheila 
Kuehl’s Office, Mayor of Culver City Meghan Sahli-Wells, NDWA, 
and Pilipino Workers Center of Southern California.

Video of the Keynote Address is available at youtube.com/UCLACSW.

Ai-Jen Poo delivering her Keynote Address

Ai-Jen Poo with Grace Hong

Marking our founding in 1984 and coinciding with 
the 100th Anniversary of women’s suffrage in the 
United States, CSW’s 35th Anniversary will highlight 
how our history and current research initiatives have 
made and continue to make a social justice impact in 
the current cultural, societal, and academic climate. 

We will weave a story of CSW’s impact through the 
research and work of CSW directors/founders, award 
recipients, event speakers, visiting scholars, and 
partners/collaborators. The story will be featured in 
a variety of publications, including brochures, digital 
exhibits, and videos, and will culminate in a number 
of events, including the 30th Annual Thinking Gender 
Conference and the 2020 Awards and Benefit 
Celebration.

In honor of the powerhouse women scholars who 
fought to establish CSW as the first gender studies 
research unit in the University of California system, 
we are fundraising to help ensure that CSW will have 
the resources to continue conducting cutting-edge, 
innovative research and supporting feminist scholars 
into the future.

To learn more about the campaign and to donate, 
visit csw.ucla.edu/give-to-csw. All contributions, 
large or small, make a difference.

This is one of the most supportive 
academic spaces that I have ever 
been a part of!

– Thinking Gender 2019 Presenter
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the peopLe of CSW

CONNECT WITH US!

Faculty

Staff

Graduate Student Researchers

Undergraduate Assistants

Rachel C. Lee
Director

Sarah Haley
Associate Director

Jessica Cattelino
Senior Faculty 

Research Associate

Grace Hong
Advisory Committee 

Chair

Rachel Vaughn
Oral Historian in 

Residence

Kristina Magpayo Nyden
Management Services Officer

Alexandra Apolloni
Program and Research Developer

Melissa Jamero
Administrative Specialist

Blair Black Molly Bloom Mehar Maju Kali Tambreé Drew Westmoreland

Arielle Bagood Rachel Forrest Sarah Hallock Joycelyn Liu Leiriza Trinidad Loan-Anh Truong

Donate to and support CSW’s research: https://csw.ucla.edu/give-to-csw
Read our research on eScholarship: https://escholarship.org/uc/CSW

Watch our talks on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/UCLACSW
Follow and Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UCLACSW

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/UCLA_CSW

Read the full 2018-2019 CSW Annual Report and reports from previous academic years:
https://csw.ucla.edu/publications/csw-annual-reports/

ucla center for the study of women • research that rethinks
csw@csw.ucla.edu • csw.ucla.edu

box 957222 • public affairs 1500 • los angeles, ca 90095-7222


